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WA STRATEGIC PLAN FOR FAMILY AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 2009–13 —  
“MID TERM PROGRESS REPORT” 

Statement by Minister for Child Protection 
HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West — Minister for Child Protection) [2.01 pm]: I take this 
opportunity to highlight to members the development and implementation of the WA Strategic Plan for Family 
and Domestic Violence 2009–2013, which was developed by my Department for Child Protection in 
consultation with the Family and Domestic Violence Senior Officers’ Group. Launched in November 2009, the 
focus of this important plan was to start the systemic reform of responses to family and domestic violence 
situations in Western Australia by implementing an integrated response across government. This approach has 
built on current services that exist to be able to better respond to incidents of family domestic violence, which 
more often than not, sadly, also involve children.  

The implementation of the plan, the monitoring of its progress and evaluation of its success is managed by the 
Department for Child Protection in partnership with the Family and Domestic Violence Senior Officers’ Group. 
This includes the development of a midterm progress report, which has now been finalised. The report reaffirms 
this government’s commitment to strengthen the way in which family and domestic violence situations are 
responded to with the development of an integrated service system across the state. Integration relies on the 
cooperation of agencies working together to offer a seamless service to domestic violence victims, including 
those in regional and remote locations.  

It is apparent this reform in Western Australia, including work towards integration and consistent service 
provision, is directing a greater focus towards safety for those experiencing family and domestic violence and, 
importantly, accountability for those who use violence in their relationships.  

The establishment of a statewide governance and reporting framework has created a more comprehensive 
planning platform to ensure integration across government departments and community sector organisations. As 
we progress in implementing the family and domestic violence plan, informed ways to strengthen Western 
Australia’s current response to family and domestic violence will continue. The strengthening of the criminal 
and civil justice system, together with the collection of more consistent and reliable data is expected to provide 
evidence that the system in Western Australia is achieving significant results in providing a greater level of 
safety for women and children. It also holds those who perpetrate violence and abuse more accountable for their 
actions. 

The success of the work in Western Australia is the result of a strong working relationship between government, 
community sector agencies and the community itself. The commitment to continual improvement of the service 
system is clear and it is expected the move towards strengthened and more integrated responses will continue to 
position Western Australia to positively impact on the lives of individuals affected by family and domestic 
violence. Western Australia’s own strategic planning processes also align with the National Plan to Reduce 
Violence against Women and their Children 2010–2013. I take great pleasure in tabling the “Mid Term Progress 
Report” on the WA Strategic Plan for Family and Domestic Violence 2009–13. 

[See paper 3650.] 

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer.  
 


